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A NOTE FROM THE AUTHORS 

Jesus enjoyed hanging around with people – people of all 
kinds.  He loved the people He encountered – one at a 
time.  He met them at their point of need and acted to comfort 
the broken!  He didn’t just pat them on the head or shoulder 
and wish them well.  He knelt to wash dirty feet and touched 
blind eyes.  In every circumstance He appropriately reached 
out to share, bear and even take away particular burdens! 

As you read this devotional, may your heart be warmed with 
God’s comfort for your particular needs. May you also be chal-
lenged to become a comfort to someone else. Every one of us 
is broken - we all “need fixed” and only God can fix the broken 
places making us stronger where we are broken!  God uses 
broken people to comfort broken people. This is the pattern: 
He comforts us and we comfort one another – one at a time – 
until our neighborhood (and eventually the whole world) is dif-
ferent! 

    Ann Holmes + Cal Clark 

WHAT IS A RESTORATION CHURCH? 

A Restoration Church is people gathering together (in the 
South Hills of Pittsburgh, PA) to worship and serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

We are a patchwork of faith – some new, some still searching, 
some “down the path” in their faith journey.  We intentionally 
reach out to other people who are broken just like we are. We 
welcome people from all walks of life, all circumstances – the 
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually broken - be-
cause we are all broken in various ways. This diversity brings 
beautiful texture to the story God is weaving at A Restoration 
Church. 

We invite you to join us in a “devotional journey” over the next 
28 days, as we discover how God reaches down to fix broken-
ness. We are all broken and need God’s loving restoration.  As 
we will come to understand in the pages that follow, we all 
“need fixed”! Jesus came to restore our lives and to keep on 
restoring us. 

    John D. Holmes, Pastor 
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He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making every-
thing new!”  Then He said, “Write this down, for th ese 
words are trustworthy and true.”  (Revelation 21:5) 

 
It’s called “Pittsburghese”!  
It’s a language all its own.  
Only in Pittsburgh do edu-
cated people (people who 
know better) leave out the 
verb “to be.”  “The car 
needs fixed.”  “The lawn 
needs mowed.”  “The 
house needs cleaned.”  
“Broken … needs fixed!”  
That’s true Pittsburghese!  
It’s a true “diagnosis” for 
the South Hills of Pittsburgh 

and beyond.  We are all broken!  We all “need fixed”! 
 

Our usual response to brokenness is to want to rewind (like in a 
movie to bring all those shattered pieces back into an unbroken 
whole) – to fix brokenness in all its forms right here, right now.  
It’s the cure, the remedy, the solution, the restoration to reverse 
the brokenness – that’s the goal. 
 

In The Passion of the Christ* Jesus speaks from his cross to his 
mother Mary,  “… Woman, I make all things new!”  His body bro-
ken, bleeding and sinking into death by suffocation the King of 
Kings and Savior of the world speaks triumphant words, “I make 
all things new!”  The words are out of place in the Biblical frame 
(they don’t show up until Revelation 21:5) but they fit in the theological 
frame. 
 

It is ONLY because of Jesus’ death that we have the promise of 
restoration – being “made new”!   
 

Long, long ago a man and a woman in a garden made the terri-

�� *Movie produced by Mel Gibson. 
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ble choice to disobey God’s 
one rule:  “Don’t eat from 
that one tree in the center of 
the garden.” (Gen. 3:6)  They 
were a bite away from terri-
ble brokenness, and they bit. 
Because of that bad choice 
they made and all the ones 
we continue to make, we all 
are broken.  Some of us 
cover up, fix up, dress up, 
clean up and think we can 
hide our brokenness.  The 
fact is:  we are all broken beyond repair except for Jesus’ star-
tling promise:  “I make all things new.” 

 
Where do you need His restoration in your life today?  What can 
He “make new” for you?  He speaks to you from this side of His 
cross and the promise is true, “I make all things new!”   

  

 
Lord Jesus, I need You to-
day.  I may hide my broken-
ness from others, but You 
see me as I am.  I want You 
to make me new.  Begin 
Your restoration process in 
my heart today.  Help me to 
live today as Your work in 
process of being made new! 
Help me to believe You can 
make me new.  In Jesus 
name I pray.  Amen. 
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God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.  
  (Genesis 1:31)   
 

The beaut i fu l 
world God made 
was perfect - a 
garden so incredi-
ble that even God 
Himself liked to 
come from heaven 
and take evening 
walks there!  God 
walked with His 
friends – Adam 
and Eve. (Gen. 3:8)  
It was an awe-
some life!  Think of 
it!  God and man 
and NO barrier 
between!  Pretty 
spectacular! 
 

Before woman, God gave Adam operating instructions for life in 
this garden:  work with your hands in the dirt and keep the gar-
den beautiful. God gave Adam just one little rule. “The tree in 
the middle of the garden – the Tree-of-the-Knowledge-of-Good-
and-Evil – DON’T eat from it.  If you do, you’re dead.”  (Gen.2:15-
17) 
 

But there was one little problem – a crafty, nasty charmer 
named “Snake” (the devil in disguise) snuck into the garden one 
day.  He went straight to the woman and worked her over good.  
He knew she hadn’t heard God’s instructions first-hand so he 
started twisting God’s instruction about the tree.  (Gen. 2:16)  
 

Snake: “What is this about God telling you not to eat from 
any tree in this garden?” 
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Woman: “No, not at all.  We can eat from all the trees ex-

cept for that one tree in the middle of the garden.  
It is the kiss of death to eat its fruit.” 

 
Snake: “That’s ridiculous!  You won’t die.  You’ll just know 

what’s really going on.  You’ll know as much as 
God does -– even all the secrets of good and 
evil.” 

 
Then the story continues, “… the woman saw that the tree 
looked like good eating and realized what she would get out of it 
– she’d know everything! – “ (Gen.3:6, The Message)   
 

SO it’s not hard to imagine what happened next.  The woman 
grabbed a piece of fruit from the forbidden tree, took a hasty bite 
and handed Adam a piece of fruit.  He bit, too!   
 

It was the ultimate bad choice!  In the worst possible way, it was 
a defining moment!  “Immediately the two of them did ‘see 
what’s really going on’ - … “  (Gen. 3:7)   
  

Adam and Eve knew they were naked and were ashamed.  In 
the flash of a moment’s very bad choice life changed forever !  
Everything in creation broke in that one cosmic moment – in-
cluding the friendship with God!  Adam and Eve knew it, too! 
 

They made the ultimate bad choice, and now everything is bro-
ken and needs fixed! 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, I make lots of bad choices just like Adam and Eve.  
I need You to help me.  I need You to change my heart.  In Je-
sus’ name.  Amen.  
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Then … God said, “What is this you have done?” (Gen. 3:13) 
 
Adam and Eve were ex-
posed and ashamed.  They 
quickly made themselves 
some clothes out of fig 
leaves.  They were trying to 
cover their guilt and shame 
from themselves (and from 
God.)  And we’ve all been 
doing the same thing ever 
since – trying to cover the 
bad stuff with make-up and 
masks to hide who we really 
are! 
 

Soon it was time for God’s 
evening stroll so they ran 
and hid in the bushes.  God found them.  He knew what they had 
done.  It was the saddest day there ever was!  Adam, Ev e and 
the snake were all busted by God!  
 

God being God – He had to do something.  God said, “Because 
you’ve done this … 

Snake, you are going to have to crawl and eat dirt from now on.   
AND I’m declaring war on you! 

Woman, when you have babies you are going to have terrible pain 
and you will never ever make your husband really happy even 
when you try hard to do so.  

Man, you heard My rule straight from My lips and you still made 
this terrible choice.  You are going to have to work harder and 
harder just to scratch out a living - sweating and doing every-
thing “by the hardest” until you finally die!” 

 

Then, God being God, He didn’t leave things in a hopeless mess!  
He gave the promise that His war with Satan would end someday.  
He even gave the score:  God wins everything;  Satan loses! (Gen. 
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3:15)   
 
God took a look at those leaf suits Adam and Eve were wearing.  
God made the fig tree so he knew how scratchy fig leaves are and 
how they would dry and crumple leaving Adam and Eve naked and 
shamed all over again.  So, God killed a lamb and made leather 
clothes for them.  Maybe Adam and Eve and God had a little lamb 
picnic then just before He kicked them out of the garden.   
 

God did something sad and wonderful for Adam and Eve.  He 
tossed them out of the beautiful garden and stationed an angel to 
keep them out so they couldn’t find the path to the tree of life.  That 

was God’s severe mercy.  If 
they got a notion to eat from 
the Tree of Life (Genesis 2:9), 
they would be forever stuck in 
death, sin and misery.  So, God 
protected them from them-
selves by kicking them out and  
blocking the way back in!  Best 
of all, God made a promise to 
fix all that broke that day some-
day!   
 

Adam and Eve didn’t know 
what we know.  We know that 
Jesus came.  We know that 
Jesus’ death on the cross fixed 
the mess Adam and Eve and 

the Devil made – it’s a work in process – but it’s God’s work so 
someday He will fix everything forever! 
 

Lord Jesus, I’m like Adam and Eve.  I want to do things my way.  I 
don’t listen to You.  I don’t obey Your instructions for life, and it gets 
me in trouble all the time.  Help me to love You better.  Forgive me 
for being such a bad “child”!  Thank You for sending Jesus to fix my 
mess!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“You are blessed when you get your inside world – y our 
mind and heart – put right.  Then you can see God i n the 
outside world.”  (Matthew 5:8, The Message) 

 

Bart is blind.  The only way he 
can live is to beg.  Every day 
he drags himself to the gate 
of Jericho.  He sits near the 
city wall beside the dusty road 
and waits.  When he hears 
people passing by, he yells 
out as loud as he can.  His life 
depends on people hearing 
him and dropping a few pen-
nies in Bart’s cup.  Every day 
all day long that’s what Bart 
does – sits and begs. 
 

This particular day started out 
just like all the others.  Bart was sitting in his usual place.  All of 
a sudden even the air seemed to change.  Bart strained to lis-
ten.  “What’s happening?”  Bart called out.  Then he heard:  “It’s 
Jesus!  He’s coming this way!  Back up!  Make room!  O, there 
He is now!” 
 

Bart’s heart started beating faster.  JESUS!  Yes, Bart could un-
derstand why everyone was so excited.  Jesus was the Man 
who healed people.  Bart had heard about Him.  “… healed peo-
ple,” Bart thought.  Suddenly Bart’s heart almost flipped upside 
down.  “Jesus, have mercy on me,”  Bart yelled.  He kept yelling 
and yelling the same words over and over.  People tried to 
shush him but Bart didn’t stop.  “Jesus, help me!”  Bart cried.   
 

Then things got quieter.  Bart strained to hear.  Then someone 
called, “Jesus says He wants to see you.”  Blind ole’ Bart could-
n’t believe it!  He threw off his coat and scrambled to his feet. 
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Then he heard Jesus’ kind voice, “What do you want Me to do 
for you?” 
 

Bart trembled as he said, “Lord, I want to see!” 
 

Then Jesus spoke softly to Bart, “Because you believe I can 
make you see, you will see.” 
 

O, wow!  O, what a wonder!  All the blackness was gone in a 
flash and there before Bart’s very eyes stood Jesus!  Bart could 
see Jesus and so much else beside.  Jesus turned to walk on 
and guess who fol-
lowed?  Bart did!  (You 
can read Bart’s story in Mark 
10:46-52 or Luke 18:35-43.) 
 

Bart was broken.  He 
needed Jesus to fix his 
broken eyes.  Jesus did. 
 

We are broken just like 
Bart.  We need our 
“inside world” – our mind 
and heart fixed.  Then 
we will be able to see 
God in our outside 
world.  We will also see 
Him with our hearts, and 
that’s the most important 
thing! 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord;  open the eyes of my heart. 
I want to see You.  I want to see You!   -- Mercy Me lyrics 
 
“Lord Jesus, open the eyes of my heart today.  Help me to see 
You.  Please fix my inside brokenness.  I need You today, Lord 
Jesus.  Help me to love people like Bart like You did.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
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“… her many sins have been forgiven – for she loved  much.  
But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” (Luke 7:47) 

 

Jesus was always getting 
invites to parties.  He was 
the talk of every town – 
healing lepers and blind 
men, raising the widow’s 
dead son and lots more.  
This night it’s Big Shot 
Simon who invited Jesus to 
dinner.  All of a sudden, 
enter stage left the town’s 
“Bad Girl” (maybe even a 
prostitute), she’s not still a 
“bad girl” but once a “bad 
girl” it’s almost impossible 
to live that kind of reputa-
tion down.   
 

All the dinner guests were lying around on their cushions around 
the tables.  Bad Girl heard Jesus is invited to Simon’s house.  
She knew all the men know her either by reputation or worse but 
she came in anyway.  She brought a beautiful jar filled with very 
expensive perfume.  It was a valuable essence!  She stood at 
Jesus’ feet and began to cry.  (We don’t know how her story 
with Jesus began, but she must have known Him to be the Son 
of God.  Why else would she come to worship Him?)  As she 
quietly cried, her tears fell on Jesus’ feet.  She knelt, wiped His 
feet with her hair, kissed them and then poured all that valuable 
essence on His feet.  The jar holding the perfume probably had 
a long thin neck to keep the essence protected.  To pour it out, 
she probably had to break the neck on the jar.  Martin Luther 
calls her tears “heart water.”  They surely came from her heart.  
This was her act of thankful worship for the One who had loved 
her and forgiven her many sins. 
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Simon was furious.  He was 
really angry that Jesus would 
even let this woman touch Him.  
Jesus knew what Simon was 
thinking.  Jesus also knew 
money was very important to 
Simon.  Jesus talked to Simon 
about what is really valuable.  
He told Simon a very short 
story about two men who owed 
a debt.  One’s debt was large;  
the other small.  Both debts 
were forgiven.  Then Jesus 
asked Simon:  “Which man will 
be more grateful?”  Simon grudgingly answered, “Well, I guess 
the one with the greater debt.” 
 

Jesus also pointed out that Simon didn’t even bother to have a 
servant wash Jesus’ feet when He arrived.  That was a real in-
sult to any guest!  So that made the “Bad Girl’s” gift and actions 
toward Jesus even more loving!  Jesus said, “She was forgiven 
many, many sins, and so she is very, very grateful.  If the for-
giveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal.”  (vs. 47) 
 

Simon and Jesus both saw the same woman.  Simon saw her 
for “what” she was.  Jesus saw her heart!  Her heart burned with 
love for Jesus!  Simon’s heart was frozen.  Jesus spoke tender 
words to the woman, “I forgive your sins.” (vs. 48) 
 

Where is your heart today?  Is it frozen or does it burn with love 
for the One who still forgives sins? 
 

“Lord Jesus, help me to see how much You are willing to forgive 
me.  Lord Jesus, may my love for You reflect the greatness of 
Your forgiveness for my sin.  Give me Your love where I walk 
today.  Help me to love others in spite of myself.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
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The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of My  people 
… and I am concerned about their suffering.”  (Exodus 3:7) 

 
It’s just Moses and God 
having a chat.  Re-
member how God got 
Moses’ attention – 
rather dramatically – 
with a bush that burned 
but didn’t burn up.  
 

Picture the scene.  
Moses is cruising along 
through the desert 
minding his own busi-
ness (and his sheep) 
when he comes upon 
this blazing bush.  
“Whoa,” says Mo,  
“Wow! What’s this?  
Amazing!  A bush that doesn’t burn up!”   
 

Exodus 3 doesn’t say that Moses stopped dead in his tracks, but 
it does say that God noticed Moses stopped to look.  Then out 
of the middle of the blazing bush, God calls, “Mo!  Mo, My 
friend!”  (Exodus 3:4) 
 

“Yes, I-I-I-I-I’m right here, “ Moses stammers.  That’s when the 
“God chat” happens.  A whole chapter later Moses and God 
were still talking.  Well, God was talking.  Moses was arguing.  
God wants to send Moses on Mission Possible .  Moses does 
not want to sign up.  He gives every excuse he can think of. 
 

God must have been patiently hanging out in the middle of the 
fire listening to Moses stammer his way through a litany of ex-
cuses.  God quietly defused each objection Moses had.  Finally, 
Moses came up with what he thinks just has to be the deal-
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breaker.  He announced to God,  “Master, please.  I don’t talk 
well.  I’ve never been good with words, neither before nor after 
You spoke to me.  I stutter and stammer.”  (Exodus 4:10, The Mes-
sage) 
 

It might be funny except that it’s so serious and silly!  We do ex-
actly the same kind of thing with God.  He wants us to listen to 
His words and take on “Mission Possible.”   We want to skip 
right over the mission part and go straight to the tape self-
destructing.  
 

It’s an ancient game.  Moses played it, and so do we.  We make 
excuses, too.  We hope we can talk God out of the mission like 
Moses tried.  It didn’t work for Moses, and it won’t work for us!    

 

God’s Mission Possible 
for us is to love God and 
love others by restoring 
lives through the Gospel.  
Our tools on this mission 
are love, hope, help, 
grace and restored dig-
nity through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Jesus doesn’t stutter 
when he says, “With man 
this is impossible, but 
with God all things are 
possible.”  (Matthew 19:26, 
NIV) 
 

Lord Jesus, give me Your words today.  Help me to believe that 
things I cannot do on my own are TOTALLY possible with Your 
help.  Show me the way and walk with me on the mission to live 
out your Gospel of love here in the South Hills or wherever I go.  
In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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He went all over … He used synagogues for meeting p laces 
and taught people the truth of God.  God’s kingdom was 
His theme – that beginning right now they were unde r 
God’s government, a good government!  He also heale d 
people of their diseases and of the bad effects of their 
bad lives … whether mental, emotional, or physical.   Je-
sus healed them one and all.   (Matthew 4:23-24, The Message) 

We think we “show well” to the 
watching world, don’t we?  God has a 
different view of all our attempts to 
look good:  “… all our righteous acts 
are like filthy rags … “ (Isaiah 64:6).  In 
God’s eyes, we are all ragamuffins!1 
In fact, there are ragamuffins running 
around all over!  The world has been 
“invaded" by ragamuffins!  
 

And what ragamuffins need most is 
Jesus!  Think about how Jesus spent 
most of His time.  Check it out in the 
Gospels.  He did a lot of walking and 
talking.  He met a lot of people with 
big needs.  Sometimes He even 
stopped in mid-stride to help.  (Luke 
8:42 – 45)  Jesus hung out with raga-
muffins a lot. 
 

“God’s kingdom was His theme … “  
What did God’s kingdom look like 

���
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RAGAMUFFINS 
when Jesus was “doing it”?  
It looked like caring for peo-
ple – people with messy 
lives, people in pain, people 
who needed His time and 
touch – in a word, 
“ragamuffins.” Doesn’t that 
mean we should be hanging 
out with ragamuffins?   
 

After reading the Gospel of 
Luke for the first time, a 
young “post modern” ob-
served, “Wow!  Like Jesus 
has this totally intense thing 
for ragamuffins.”2

 
 

Yes, He does!  And it’s a very good thing because this means 
He wants to hang out with you and me – “ragamuffins” like us!  
 

Jesus’ “thing for ragamuffins” is the best news there is!  And 
when we get finished letting Him love on our ragamuffin hearts, 
then we need to go out and find a ragamuffin to love on today in 
Jesus’ name!  There are ragamuffins everywhere - – people with 
messy lives, people in pain, people who just need a kind word or 
touch.  Love a ragamuffin for Jesus today! 
 

Lord Jesus, I am a “ragamuffin.”  I am lost and lonely.  I need 
You today.  Help me to reach out to other ragamuffins like me 
and love them like You love me!  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 

 

���2Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel, p. 49. 



If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and  will  for-
give our sins and purify us from all unrighteousnes s.   

        (1 John 1:9) 
 

Jesus met a “Mr. Too-Too Short” one day (see Luke 19:1-10).  His 
real name was Zach(aeus).  Maybe Zach was a dwarf.  We just 
know he was very short.  Well, Zach heard Jesus was coming to 
town, and he really, really wanted to see Jesus.  When Zach 
stood as tall as he could, he still couldn’t see over other people.  
When Zach jumped up and down, that didn’t help either.  When 
Zach asked people to move over and let him in front, they 
wouldn’t let him through! 
 

People didn’t like Zach – not 
because he was short but be-
cause he collected their taxes.  
He worked for the hated Roman 
occupiers!  Most people saw 
Zach as a traitor.  And then, to 
add insult to injury, Zach added 
“Zach tax” on top of the Roman 
tax just for himself!  So Zach 
was a very, very rich man – rich 
on money he stole (or cheated) 
from other people. 
 

One day Zach heard Jesus was coming to Jericho.  He really  
wanted to see Jesus.  He knew standing on tip toe or jumping 
up and down or even trying to push to the front wouldn’t help.  
He found a sycamore tree right beside the road which he quickly 
climbed to wait.  Zach thought he was hiding in the leaves so he 
could see Jesus but no one would see him.  Pretty soon he 
heard the noise of the crowd coming closer.  They were moving 
straight toward his tree. Jesus was leading them.  Jesus 
stopped right under the tree where Zach was perched, looked 
up and said, “Zach, come down right now.  I’m going to eat din-
ner at your house today.” 
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RAGAMUFFINS 
 

Zach was so startled he almost fell out of the tree.  He scram-
bled down and almost skipped alongside Jesus as they made 
their way to Zacchaeus’ house.  Jesus was always full of sur-
prises!  The people in the crowd were mumbling about Jesus 
eating dinner with Zach.  “What business does Jesus have get-
ting cozy with this crook (Zacchaeus)?” some of them said.  But 
Jesus went anyway. 
 

We don’t know what Zach actually knew about Jesus except 
whatever rumors he heard, but it is obvious Jesus was seeking 
Zach (like He does us!).  Jesus announced to Zach at his house, 
“Today is salvation day in this home! … for the Son of Man 
came to find and restore the lost.” (Luke 19:9-10) We can assume 
Jesus explained that meant He is the Savior and that He came 
to change hard and even evil hearts.  For sure, Jesus told Zach 
about how He came to bring people back into a right relationship 
with God.  Jesus must have talked to Zach about real repen-
tance and restoration. 
 
Zach obviously “got it” because the Bible talks about the radical 
heart and life changes Zach made. To demonstrate the change 
Jesus brought to his heart, Zach said to Jesus, “I am going to 
give half of my wealth away to people who need help.  I am go-
ing to pay back 4x what I have cheated.”  THAT day Zach’s 
whole life changed because Jesus came to dinner!  Zach had 
Jesus in his house, but most important of all – Zach invited Je-
sus into his life!  Zacchaeus is now a member of God’s forever 
family! 
 
Maybe you need some heart and life changes.  Maybe you need 
to know that Jesus loves you very, very much today and always! 
  
Lord Jesus, I know You are still in the business of changing 
hearts.  Change my heart.  Help me to live so much like You 
that people can see how much I love You.  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
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As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not e ven one; 
there is no one who understands, no one who seeks 
God. All have turned away, they have together becom e 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even 
one.”  (Romans 3:10-12) 

 

We love to have things in common with those around us. One 
thing we most have in common with others is that we are all 
dirty, rotten, scoundrels. When it comes to being a dirty rotten 
scoundrel, Paul tells us no one is exempt. Sin is a dominating 
force in which self-destruction is inevitable. This lesson is com-
mon to all people. 
 

Sin is in our character – no one does right. 
Sin is in our mind – no one understands. 
Sin is in our heart – no one does good. 

 

We all have experienced the futility of living according to our 
own thinking. We are unable to live right without God. We have 
minimal power over 
the circumstances of 
the present and no 
power to right the 
wrongs of the past or 
control the future. On 
our own, we are with-
out hope! 
 

It is the evil from 
within, which destroys 
us. Jesus had a harsh 
warning for those who, 
“clean the outside of 
the cup and dish,” 
while the inside is “full 
of greed and wicked-
ness.” And yet, here 
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we are, dirty rotten scoundrels one-and-all – in need of some-
one to bail us out of our dilemma. We need a sin savior. 
 

Enter Jesus Christ – “But God demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God is the 
only One who can put life on the right path as He provides for-
giveness for the past, the strength of His grace for the present, 
and hope for the future. 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, I am not exempt. I am unable to live right without 
You. I have experienced the futility of living according to my 
thinking. Help me to accept Your gift of love so that I can be on 
the right path. I need Your help with the past. I need Your help 
with the present. I need Your help with the future. Lord, take this 
scoundrel and bail me out. Amen. 
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Jesus sent him away saying, “Return home and tell h ow 
much God has done for you.” (Luke 8:39) 

 
Here’s a Bible trivia quiz for you: 

Where did Jesus find his first missionary?  (Mental hospital 
might be your first guess but that’s wrong.  It was in a 
cemetery.) 

Who was this first missionary?  A lunatic – madman turned 
missionary! 

Nobody in the neighborhood knew what to do with this man.  
They put him in chains to keep him and others safe.  He 
broke the chains.  He shredded his clothes.  He lived in a 
grave.  He was totally scary – sort of an ancient “Hulk”! 

 

Here’s the scene:  Jesus arrives 
by boat with some of his main 
men.  They climb out onto the 
beach near a graveyard and a 
herd of pigs.  Neither place where 
good Jews would go – both were 
unclean.  Suddenly a real “Crazy” 
storms over to Jesus in all his lu-
nacy – caked with dirt, scraped 
and scratched, screaming – liter-
ally furious naked frenzy right in 
Jesus’ face.  The disciples may 
have been put off but Jesus clearly wasn’t.  Actually it is the be-
ginning of a battle of cosmic proportions – the forces of evil ar-
rayed against the Captain of the army of heaven! 
 

Jesus is direct, “What is your name?”  The demons in the man 
answer, “Legion” (because they were so many).”  Jesus com-
mands the demons (here is the final battle), “Come out of him.”  
Then the demons start to negotiate with Jesus.  “Please don’t 
send us into hell.  Send us into those pigs over there.”  The de-
mons want to go anywhere (except hell) rather than have to 
confront Jesus.  Jesus allows them to possess the pigs and sud-
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denly 2,000 pigs hurl themselves over a cliff into the sea where 
the pigs drowned.  For Jesus and this man, healing wasn’t a re-
gime of psycho-tropic drugs and years of psychotherapy, it was 
a word from God in flesh, “Get out of this man!”  The man is no 
longer insane.  Now he is dressed, in his right mind, sitting at 
Jesus’ feet, cured!  Wow! 
 

So, it would seem that everyone 
in that region and beyond would 
want the same kind of revival and 
restoration – wrong!  The people 
there were afraid and begged Je-
sus to go away.  What?  They 
were afraid of change – espe-
cially radical change.  Craziness 
they knew was more comfortable 
than restoration.  It’s pretty insane 
when you think about it, isn’t it?! 
 

The former “mental case” begs Jesus to take him when Jesus is 
leaving.  But vs. 38 says Jesus sent him away (back to the place 
where he was such a high-visibility disaster), “Go back home 
and tell how much God has done for you.”  Jesus turned a mad-
man into a missionary!  (History tells us that this man took the 
Gospel to the ten cities of the Decapolis.  God used him.) 
 

This missionary was a pretty unlikely candidate, but that’s what 
God does.  He used unlikely people to do His work and build His 
Kingdom.  God is still in the process of sending His Gospel to 
those who are broken and need fixed!  And God uses broken 
people to take His message because only those who are in the 
process of restoration can really understand how much God has 
done for them!  What about you? 
 
Lord Jesus, restore my mind and heart.  Use “unlikely” me to 
carry Your Gospel to others like me who are broken and need 
fixed!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“… your faith has healed you.  Go in peace.”  (Luke 8:48) 
 

She had just about everything wrong in her life a woman in her 
time in her land could possibly have:   

· She was a woman in a Jewish land. 
· She was bleeding and had been bleeding for 12 years – 

which made her according to the Law “unclean”/one of 
the “untouchables” 

· Because she was “unclean” she couldn’t share her hus-
band’s bed or hug her children or touch any food or even 
sweep the floor.  She would never be allowed near the 
Temple. 

· She had seen many doctors, tried many remedies and 
spent every last dime in the process. 

· She was exhausted, desperate and socially ostracized.  
Mark 5:26 tells us that “instead of getting better she got 
worse.” (vs. 26, NIV) 

 

She is desperate and lonely.  She is down to her last hope and 
desperate enough to try.  She finds Jesus in a crowd and 
reaches out to just touch the hem of His robe.  Risky action for 
an “untouchable” who was not only not allowed to touch but also 
outcast from touch at all!  She’s so desperate that she is willing 
to risk everything on the hope that Jesus can help her and the 
hope that He will! 
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She touches Him!  Je-
sus stops mid-stride to 
ask, “Who touched 
me?”  The question 
seems silly when the 
crowd is pressing all 
around.  Lots of peo-
ple are touching him in 
the press and shove of 
the crowd moving for-
ward.  Jesus knows. 
He needs her to own 
up to her bold action.  
And trembling she falls 
at His feet.  She ad-
mits why she touched 
Him.  She tells of her 
healing!  Jesus sends 
her on with the com-
fort, “Daughter, your 
faith has healed you.  
Go in peace.” 
 

That’s what the world needs to see – bold, risky faith!  Jesus 
took this woman – hurts and all and gave her back more than 
just hope.  He gave her “fixed” for all her brokenness!  AND He 
called her “Daughter.”  Wow!  What a great definition of faith – 
belief that Jesus can and trust that He will fix our brokenness as 
well!  God always honors bold, risk-taking faith! 
 
 
 
Lord Jesus, I need You today.  I reach out for Your healing 
touch in my life.  Help me to exercise bold faith that takes risks 
for the sake of Your Kingdom.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“You’ve kept track of my every toss and turn throug h the 
sleepless nights - each tear entered in your ledger , each 
ache written in your book.”  (Psalms 56:8, The Message) 

 
Have you ever seen a tear 
vial?  Each is one-of-a-kind.  
They are small and quite 
pretty (at least the ones in 
Israeli gift shops).  That’s 
really what this psalm is 
talking about.  It’s talking 
about God keeping track of 
our tears.  “You mean God 
cares when I cry?!”  YES!  
That’s what this psalm says. 
 

What an awesome picture 
of Who our God is!  He has 
such a tender heart for His 
children that He keeps track 
of our tears.  Tears run 
down our faces and quickly 
drip onto our clothes or are 
wiped away with a sleeve or Kleenex.  We don’t even keep track 
of our own tears, but God does!  In this sense, God cares about 
“cry-babies” ! 
 

Archeologists digging around in ancient dirt in Israel have actu-
ally excavated “tear bottles.”  These little “tear bottles” were 
used to catch tears during times of grief and pain in the Middle 
East.   
 

It’s pretty cool to think that God, the great King of heaven, cares 
when we cry, isn’t it?  He listens for the cries of His children.  
SO He must also want us to care when people around us cry. 
 

Her name is Bev.  She has terrible cancer.  She is almost crying 
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in her pain from the tu-
mors all over her body 
– inside and out.  She 
has no money for her 
pain medicine.  The 
prescription is filled and 
waiting, but there is no 
money so she just suf-
fers alone.  Do Bev’s 
tears matter to God?   
 

You betcha!  He’s keep-
ing track of Bev’s tears.  
He’s keeping track of 
our tears, too.  He calls 
us to care when others 
cry – to care about cry-
babies!  It’s that “weep with those who weep” thing!  (Romans 
12:15)  God cares when His babies cry!  So should we! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, give me Your heart for all the “Bev’s” I meet today!  
Thank you for keeping a record of my tears.  Help me to love 
others like Bev just like You do!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“How fortunate the one who gets to eat dinner in Go d’s 
Kingdom.”  (Luke 14:15, The Message) 

 
Are you surprised?  Is that how you think about church?  Is that 
your view of being a member of God’s forever family – a great 
big party? 
 

It’s God’s view!  It’s Je-
sus’ view!  Jesus told the 
story about the rebellious 
son who went far away 
and lived it up Vegas 
style until he finally hit 
rock bottom.  On skid 
row, he decided to return 
home and seek his fa-
ther’s forgiveness.  When 
he got home, his father 
welcomed and forgave 
him.  The father said,  “ 
‘We’re going to feast!  
We’re going to have a 
wonderful time!  My son is 
here – given up for dead and now alive!  Given up for lost and 
now found!’  And they began to have a wonderful time.” (Luke 
15:23 – 24, The Message) 
 

In the Old Testament God told His people (Deuteronomy 14:22 – 26) 
to take $1 out of every $10 they made each year and bring it to 
church to buy food and drinks for one great big party.  Check it 
out.  That’s really what it says! 
 

Hmm!  God’s instructions to His people tell us something about 
God.  He loves celebrations!  It sure would be one big party if all 
God’s people brought $1 out of every $10 they made in a year 
and put all that pile of $1’s together to spend on one great big 
party.  That would be one-tenth of the gross national product for 
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Israel spent on a party in Jerusalem every year! 
 

Jesus said the Kingdom of God is like a fabulous banquet at the 
wedding of the King’s Son (Matthew 22:2).   What was the most 
fabulous wedding party you ever attended?  Whatever it was 
like, this party Jesus is talking about puts that other party in the 
shade! 
 

This is God’s promise.  He brings restoration to the brokenness 
of life – even lives on the skids.  Then He goes far beyond that.  
God throws the biggest party ever for every broken down, beat-
up, tired and sad, suffering somebody who just shows up! 
 

Jesus put it this way, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened … “  (Matthew 11:28). 
 

God wants us to celebrate here, celebrate with God’s people so 
we start getting used to celebrations.  God knows that when 
tough times come and drag us down, we’ll remember the party 
here and anticipate the greatest party of all when we get to 
heaven! 
 

Better shine up your dancing shoes ‘cause party time is coming 
soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to celebrate You today.  Give me a sense 
of how great Your love for me is.  Help me to celebrate Your 
love for me!  Show me how to help others celebrate Your love, 
too!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the 
roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thund er, 
shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty 
reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glo ry! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride  
has made herself ready.”  (Revelation 19:6-7) 

 

The book of Revelation is intended to encourage Christians to 
look beyond life’s difficulties, trials and external persecutions to 
see a greater reality. At the end of the book, John sees the cul-
mination of thousands of years of wedding plans. And the re-
sults cause us to stand up and sing the “Hallelujah Chorus’” to 
God’s Glory! 
 

God’s sovereignty is more than God’s rule over the events of 
our daily lives. Rather, God’s sovereignty means that He is 
bringing about His purposes. God is bringing the events of his-
tory to an imminent climax in which Christ will be exalted in the 
presentation to Himself of a restored Church. Restoration! We 
are being restored to what we 
were meant to be in Christ. 
 

Joni Erikson Tada (a woman af-
fected by quadriplegia) uses her 
own frailty to illustrate the grace 
of God’s rule as He restores us 
to be the Bride of Christ. She 
describes her own wedding this 
way: 
 

I felt awkward as my girl-
friends strained to shift my 
paralyzed body into a cum-
bersome wedding gown. No 
amount of corseting and 
binding my body gave me a 
perfect shape. The dress 
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just didn’t fit well. As I was wheeling into the church, I 
accidentally ran over the hem of my dress. It left a 
greasy tire mark. My paralyzed hands couldn’t hold the 
bouquet of daisies that lay off-center on my lap. My 
friends decorated my chair for the wedding. But it was 
still a big, clunky gray machine with belts, gears, and 
ball bearings. I certainly didn’t feel like the picture-
perfect bride in the magazines. 

The Wedding March began. I inched my chair closer 
to the last pew to catch a glimpse of Ken in front. There 
he was, standing tall and stately in his formal attire. I 
saw him looking for me, craning his neck to look up the 
aisle. My face flushed, and I suddenly couldn’t wait to 
be with him. I had seen my beloved. The love in Ken’s 
face had washed away all my feelings of unworthiness. I 
was his pure and perfect bride.* 

 

The discouragements of life distract us from the larger picture of 
God’s rule over all of reality. This distraction is corrected when 
we realize that the Ruler of the universe is not only purposefully 
restoring us but doing so with the bright-eyes of a Bridegroom’s 
love that can hardly wait for the day we are united with Him for-
ever. Hallelujah!   
  
 
 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father, You are the Creator of and Ruler over 
the entire universe. Help me to remember Your ultimate 
power when I am in the midst of discouragement, doubt 
and difficulty. Help me stand faithful because I know in 
the end Your love will prevail. I pray this in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
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“The kingdom of heaven is like … a wedding banquet … 
everything is ready.  Come …”     (Matthew 22:2 & 4) 

 
It’s an occupation.  People actually get paid for planning parties.  
What a “dream” job! 
 

Jesus is a party planner!  We call Him Savior, Healer, Teacher, 
Miracle Worker.  Does Party Planner ever make the list?  It 
should.  Think about what he said...  “When you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed.”  (Luke 14:13 – 14a) 
 

He is planning the greatest party ever!  Here is the invitation is-
sued by Jesus Himself:  “Go out quickly into the streets and al-
leys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and 
the lame.”  (Luke 14:21) 
 

“Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, 
so that my house may be full.” (Luke 14:23) 
 

Live today under the smile of God knowing He has invited you to 
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His party.  Celebrate Him to-
day in your heart!  Let the 
party begin! 
 

Lord Jesus, parties are fun but 
life isn’t always fun.  Help me 
walk through this day holding 
onto You and Your love no 
matter what happens.  Help 
me be real. Give me joy even 
when life isn’t fun.  Help me to 
reach out to one of these You 
have invited to Your great 
party today in the grocery 
store, at the bank, in school or 
wherever I go today.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
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“ When you give a lunch or dinner, don’t just invite your 
friends and family and rich neighbors, the kind of peo-
ple who will return the favor.  Invite some people who 
never get invited out.  When you give a banquet, in vite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.”  (Luke 14:12-13) 

 

Jesus, the Party Planner, makes 
out the guest list for God’s great 
party.  Where are “the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind”?   
They are in unexpected places, 
and we have to look for them.  In 
2 Samuel 9 King David went 
looking for a crippled boy.  His 
name was Mephibosheth.  Let’s 
call him “Bo.”   
 

“Bo” was the grandson of 
David’s enemy, King Saul, and 
the son of David’s good friend 
Jonathan.  “Bo” wasn’t born crip-
pled.  When the news came that both his father and grandfather 
were KIA (“killed in action”), “Bo’s nanny was so scared she 

scooped five-year-old “Bo” up 
and ran.  As she ran, she 
dropped him, and he never 
was able to walk again. (2 Sam-
uel 4:4). 
 

The great King David ordered 
someone to go find and bring 
“Bo” to the palace.  The end of 
the story is that “Bo” lived in 
the palace from then on.  He 
ate his meals with his father’s 
friend, King David.  David took 
care of “Bo.” 
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Who do you know you 
can invite to God’s 
forever party?  Some-
times we have to think 
outside-the-box.   
 

The Bible doesn’t say 
so, but “Bo” was 
probably a little 
scared to get a 
“command perform-
ance invite” to the pal-
ace.  How neat for 
David to take care of 
his best friend’s son!  
King David was 
blessed, and  “Bo” 
was blessed to find a 
new family with King 
David! 
 
When you invite people like “Bo,”  Jesus says, “… you will be 
blessed.” (Luke 14:14a)   Look around for a “Bo” you can bring to 
Jesus!  He’s probably closer than you think. 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to have alert eyes and an open 
heart to find people like Bo I can “bring to You.”  Help 
me to be bold in the risks I take for the sake of Your 
Kingdom.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“… everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and  he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”  (Luke 14:11) 

 

In eastern etiquette they recline on couches (or cushions or pil-
lows) to eat around tables set in squares and there is a certain 
protocol to where the best seats are.  To push to the front and 
take one of the best couches could prove very embarrassing if 
the host comes up with another guest and says, “ ‘You’re in the 
wrong place.  The place of honor belongs to this man.’ Red-
faced, you’ll have to make your way to the very last table, the 
only place left.’ ”  (Luke 14:9, The Message) 
 

August 15th was Clara’s birth-
day.  At her party, the birthday 
girl sat in a small “throne chair” 
– the VIP chair.  In Clara’s case, 
everyone knew who the birthday 
girl was so her seat was secure. 
 

In Luke 14 Jesus is at a party.  
He watches the guests push 
and shove to get themselves 
postured in the best, most im-
portant seats!   Each man 
thought he was the most impor-
tant person invited.  It must have 
been kind of funny - if it hadn’t been so sad – to watch grown 
men all trying to sit in the same chair (couch). 
 

Jesus spoke up.  “… everyone who exalts himself will be hum-
bled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 

Jesus gives the formula for “success” in God’s Kingdom:   
· Take the low place 
· Give preference to another 
· Intentionally include those normally disenfranchised – “the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind” (Luke 14:10-11, 13) 
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This is upside-down 
thinking!  God calls 
us to think in new 
ways about life and 
other people.  Who 
can you intention-
ally include in your 
invitation to come to 
church?  Who can 
you help out who 
can never “pay you 
back”?  It’s upside-
down thinking, but 
it’s God’s way of 
doing things! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to see “my world” through Your 
eyes.  Give me Your love for those with huge needs.  
Help me to find ways to serve even “the least of these” 
for You!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then  the 
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 
drink; but you have saved the best till now.”  (John 2:10) 

 

The Gospel of John reports that the first miraculous sign of Je-
sus was when he changed water into wine. Why did Jesus 
choose this act as the first impression He would make on His 
newly gathered disciples? In the midst of a great party, Jesus 
“revealed His glory” and gained the faith of His disciples. Let’s 
consider three details from this story that reveal Jesus’ glory. 
 

First, the passages says 
that Jesus used “water 
jars, the kind used for 
ceremonial washing.” Af-
ter Jesus performed his 
miracle, a guest would 
have found their ceremo-
nial washing jars filled 
with wine! There would 
be no water for their ritual 
washing. Jesus came to 
fulfill the rituals and fill 
them to the brim with 
something far better - 
Himself. 
 

Second, notice the reaction of the master of ceremonies to the 
bridegroom, “you have saved the best till now.” John reported 
these words not to give advice for future banquets or to show 
that Jesus was a skilled winemaker… but rather because the 
words have symbolic significance. Jewish cleansing rituals pale 
before the glory of Jesus who offers to wash us clean from all 
unrighteousness. Up until that day, God’s people were like the 
guests who had been drinking cheap wine. The best was saved 
until now. Now, Jesus was providing a new, better wine, radi-
cally changing the old wine and the old rituals. 
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Finally notice that the first thing Je-
sus did after gathering His disciples 
was to take them to a party for 
which they did not pay a single 
penny. Jesus showed his disciples 
the ultimate grace and overflow of 
bounty in His Kingdom, the King-
dom of God. But a huge, free party 
was not enough to make Jesus’ 
point. Jesus’ own hands were re-
quired to make it extravagant be-
yond comprehension. Jesus didn’t 
merely fill everyone’s glass with 
enough wine to allow the bride-
groom to save face. Rather, Jesus 
produced the equivalent 600 or 700 
bottles of Dom Pérignon at the end 
of the party. Talk about being the 
“life of the party”! 
 

Jesus calls His disciples to join Him at the party. Far above and 
beyond our religious rituals stands the person of Jesus. He is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think. 
The Glory and the Power are His. This is the first lesson for 
those who want to be a true disciple of Jesus.   
  
 
 

Lord Jesus, how great and glorious You are! Forgive me that I 
constantly try to make it on my own “watered-down” rituals, 
rather than leaning solely on the “rich wine” of Your provision. 
Help me to realize that You are the overflowing fulfillment of all 
my needs and desires. Thank You that You freely provide what I 
need most. Praise you that You provide with abundance be-
cause of Your grace and glory. Amen. 
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“… this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he  was 
lost and is found.  So they began to celebrate.”  (Luke 15:24) 

 

The story of “the prodigal” is a universal kind of story.  Most of 
us can fit ourselves right into the pieces.  It’s our story, too! 
 

Prodigal is the younger son in a wealthy family.  He has every-
thing he wants and needs right in his father’s home.  He keeps 
looking over the fence to the grass beyond. It looks greener and 
greener to him.  One day he approaches his father, “Hey, Dad, I 
want what’s coming to me right now.”  “So the father divided his 
property between them (his two sons).” (Luke 15:12)  Prodigal 
grabs his money, packs his bags and sets off for far away 
places.  “There, undisciplined and dissipated, he wasted every-
thing he had.” (vs. 14)  The Living Bible describes what this 
looked like - “prostitutes and wild living.”  It’s a sad story that 
goes downhill fast! 
 

So this Jewish son is in dire 
need.  He has to seek work 
– whatever he can find.  Re-
member the Jewish part:  he 
hires on to “feed pigs”!  That 
is just about as low as a 
Jewish boy can go.  It gets 
worse:  eventually he is 
wanting to eat slop with the 
pigs!  Apparently that isn’t 
allowed so he is reduced to 
his stomach gnawing on his 
backbone. 
 

Then come beautiful words filled with hope:  “When he came to 
his senses … “ (vs. 17)  He decides to go home - just as a ser-
vant not a son.  He makes the long journey trudging every step 
of the way.  “While he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion for him;  he ran to his son, threw 
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his arms around him and kissed him.”  (Luke 15:20, NIV) 
 

Prodigal starts his prepared speech, “Father, I have sinned … 
don’t deserve … “  but the father isn’t listening.  He’s too busy 
issuing orders to the servants:  “Quick bring new clothes and 
shoes, kill a heifer to roast.  Bring the family signet ring and put 
it on his finger so everyone will know whose family Prodigal be-
longs in.  We’re going to have a party!  My son who I had given 
up for dead is here and alive!  My lost son is found!”  And the 
second party started! 
 

Second party?  Yep, that’s right!  
The first party was the one Prodi-
gal planned in the far-away coun-
try with booze and women.  That 
party ended in a pig pen!  This 
second party is quite another 
thing! THIS party is the father’s 
party in the father’s house with a 
ring and new clothes for a son 
who was lost and is found! 
 

Best of all, this isn’t just a story 
Jesus told about losing and finding.  This story has your name in 
it.  You are Prodigal!  You have gone far, far away from the Fa-
ther (God).  He is waiting and watching for you to come home.  
He wants to celebrate His child’s return with a great party!  
God’s party has a place for every prodigal who “comes to his/
her senses” and returns to the Father!  It’s guaranteed! 
 

Lord Jesus, I have a heart just like Prodigal.  I want it all and I 
want it my way.  I run away (even if just in my heart).  I make 
terrible choices.  I need forgiveness and restoration.   I need 
Your righteousness in place of my rags!  I want to be part of 
Your forever family.  I want to be loved and accepted and cele-
brated.  I want to come home.  Forgive me!  Thank You for Your 
love.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 

���www.aRestorationChurch.org 



“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed you r feet, 
you should also wash one another’s feet.  I have se t you 
an example that you should do as I have done for yo u. 
… you will be blessed if you do … “   (John 13:14-15, 17) 

 

In Pittsburgh (aka “Steeler Town”) there 
is a “fellowship of the towel” – the Terri-
ble Towel.  It’s traditional to twirl the 
towel during Steeler games and Pitts-
burgh fans know how.  That yellow and 
black towel bonds Steeler fans! 
 

Jesus taught the “fellowship of the 
towel” long before Pittsburgh was around.  Here’s the scene:  
it’s the night before Jesus’ death.  He is eating a last meal with 

His disciples in a rented room.  
When they arrive after a dusty day 
of walking, there is a pitcher of wa-
ter, a bowl and a towel near the 
door.  The polite custom was to 
wash the feet of those who entered 
a house.  It was a job for a servant.  
There was no servant, and no one 
else bothered.  They started to eat 
when Jesus got up from the table, 
put the towel around His waist, 
filled the bowl with water and be-

gan to wash one disciple’s foot after another.  He did this “to 
show the full extent of His love.”  (John 13:1, NIV) 
 

There’s something “just not right” about the Teacher, the Mas-
ter, the King of Heaven doing dirty work – washing feet.  To 
make matters worse, the disciples were so preoccupied with 
arguing about who is the most important that they failed to do 
the obvious – be a servant themselves.  (Luke 24:24ff) 
 

If you had been a “fly on the wall” that night, what would you 
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have done:  join in the arguing, jump up to wash feet, let Jesus’ 
“do His thing” or what?  Peter objected to Jesus’ washing his 
feet.  He knew it was upside-down, but he didn’t jump up and 
take the bowl and towel from Jesus. He just objected.  Tell the 
truth, if you had been there, would it have been any different?  If 
you objected – like Peter – why would you object?  Because it 
just isn’t right for the King to wash His servant’s feet – God liter-
ally on His hands and knees doing servant work - OR is it just 
too uncomfortable to see Jesus’ example knowing He calls His 
servants to do what He does? 
 

Here’s the real deal:  Jesus washed feet 
that night “to show the full extent of His 
love.”  Less than 24 hours later, He was 
going to die on a cruel cross to really, really 
show His love!  He died so our dirty hearts 
could find forgiveness and grace!  The foot-
washing was a last “action picture” of what 
He was going to do the next day. 
 

We are at that table.  We have dirty feet 
and dirty hearts.  Jesus is washing our sin 
away!  He brings forgiveness and grace as only He can.  The 
secret of forgiveness is that we can never forgive until we know 
forgiveness!  Jesus died to guarantee our forgiveness. 
 

It is the “FELLOWSHIP OF THE TOWEL”!  God never asks us 
to do what He hasn’t already done for us.  It may not be easy, 
but you will “be blessed if you do” live the fellowship of the 
towel! 
 

Lord Jesus, what You did for me on the cross is so amazing!  To 
think that You loved me so much that You were willing to die for 
me is almost more than I can take in.  I admit to You that I am a 
dirty sinner.  I need You to wash me – all of me.  Then help me 
to be willing to live the “fellowship of the towel” to those like me 
who You love and call me to love, too.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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“When Jesus … saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them, because they were like sheep without a shep-
herd.”   (Mark 6:34) 

 

“May God break my heart so 
completely that the whole world 
falls in.” --Mother Theresa 
 

She was a tiny, almost bird-like 
woman but her broken heart 
would have been a huge sinkhole 
for the world to fall into.  She 
lived with a huge heart in a place 
of incredible need. 
 

Mother Theresa wrote:  “By 
blood, I am Albanian. By citizen-
ship, an Indian. … As to my 
heart, I belong entirely to the 
Heart of Jesus.”  Mother 
Theresa’s practice of loving the poor souls dying on the streets 
of Calcutta, India is certainly at a depth greater than most will 
ever experience.  She wrote,   “God still loves the world and He 
sends you and me to be His love and His compassion to the 
poor.”   
 

Jesus clearly says to invite the “poor” to God’s great party cele-
bration.  What does that look like? 
 

Mama Kellersberger was a medical doctor missionary to Africa.  
She tells of stumbling over what she thought was a stinking pile 
of rags on the path to the hospital one day until she realized 
there was a person in the rags.  She says she scooped the poor 
African up in her arms oozing sores and all and carried him to 
help and hope. 
 

We don’t live in Calcutta or in the heart of Africa but there are 

���

DEVOTION 21 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
Mother Theresa’s Prayer 



FELLOWSHIP 
still those lying in our path in their pile of rags.  They too need to 
be carried to help and hope.  Are we bold enough to pray, “God, 
break my heart so completely that the whole world falls in” ?  If 
not, what about the caveat:  “one person at a time”? 
 

Mother Theresa’s heart didn’t break without struggle.  It won’t 
happen in our hearts ei-
ther without cost.  Only 
God can give us the kind 
of love that scoops up 
rags filled with oozing 
sores lying in our path to 
carry the one inside those 
rags to the only One who 
brings help and hope!  
Jesus’ heart was that big.  
God’s heart “so loved the 
world that He gave His 
one and only Son that 
whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have 
eternal life.”  (John 3:16) 
 

Where can we carry God’s love today?   
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to love the person You put in my path to-
day.  Help me to love them well so they will know and under-
stand Your love.  Give me Your love to so fill my heart that I will 
love others for You!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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“... through love serve one another.”    (Galatians 5:13b) 
 

The poor man had been sick for many years. (Mark 2:1-12, Luke 
5:17-26)  Actually he couldn’t move.  Then Jesus came to town.  
Jesus was in a house talking to a lot of “big shots.”  A crowd  
gathered to listen.  Some of them brought sick family and friends 
hoping Jesus would heal them.  This man came, too.  Four 
friends carried him on a homemade stretcher.  When they got to 
the house where Jesus was, there was no way to get through 
the crowd.  That’s when the friends really got creative.  They 
carried him up the steps to the roof and busied themselves tear-
ing tiles off the roof.  They made a hole big enough to lower their 
friend by ropes down right in front of Jesus.  It was bold!  It was 
risky, but this is a 
story about radical 
love!  These 
friends loved their 
friend and risked 
a lot to get him 
right in front of 
Jesus. 
 

Jesus saw the 
bold faith of the 
friends.  Jesus 
saw the man’s 
great need:  he 
was paralyzed.  
Jesus responded.  
First, he said, 
“Friend, your sins 
are forgiven.”  (Lk. 
5:20)  Then, “… 
get up, take your 
mat and go 
home.”  (vs.24)   
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Can’t you see how amazing it was – the man just sat up, stood 
up and walked?  Can’t you just picture his four friends stumbling 
over each other to run back down the steps to meet their friend 
as he came out of the house WALKING?!  It was astonishing!  
And the most amazing thing of all is that the man went home 
walking with a forgiven heart!  The man was happy.  He was 
happy to be walking.  He was happy to know Jesus.  He was 
most happy to be forgiven!  And he was so very thankful to have 
four good friends who loved him enough to take risks, to be bold 
to carry him to Jesus! 
 

There is no way the man could have met Jesus without the help 
of his four friends. Think about who you know who needs Jesus 
today.  Would you be willing to go out of your way, to take bold 
risks to “take your friend to Jesus”?  Think about ways you can 
take a friend to Jesus:  invite your friend to go with you to 
church, show your friend you love him or her enough to take the 
bold risk of figuring out a way to show Jesus to your friend.  Be 
creative.  Be bold.  Serve others in radical ways for the sake of 
God’s Kingdom and because you love Jesus! 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, thank You for friends who are willing to carry me 
when I need help.  Help me to be willing to go out of my way to 
“carry my friends” to You or wherever they need.  Help me to 
love with radical love like these men did!  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  
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[Jesus] asked him, ‘Do you want to get well?’  ‘Sir ,’ the in-
valid replied, ‘I have no one to help me …’ ”  (John 5:6-7) 
 

It is a beautiful spot 
in Jerusalem very 
near the Temple.  
Fed by an under-
ground spring, the 
water in the pool 
bubbles occasion-
ally.  Rumor has it 
that the “bubbles” 
are caused by an-
gel’s wings dipping in 
the water.  Desperate people gather to “camp out” around the 
pool just waiting for the bubbling, wanting to be the first to stick 
a toe in.  It isn’t “last one in is a rotten egg.”  It is first one in gets 
healed! 
 

This story is astonishing!  This is like a battlefield scene – 
wounded lying everywhere.  There are hundreds of sick people 
lying around the pool – the blind, the crippled, the paralyzed and 
one particular man who has been disabled 38 years.  For 38 
years he has come to the pool hoping to see the water bubble 
and somehow “beam” himself in.  How else can he get into the 
pool?  He can’t walk.  It is curious how he even got here since 
there is no one to help him. 
 

On this wonderful day Jesus is on His way to the temple to cele-
brate a feast.   Isaiah says Jesus is troubled by our troubles. (Is. 
63:9)  Jesus must have been very troubled that day seeing so 
many in need.  Can you hear the groans He heard?  Can you 
picture these nameless hundreds of sick people the Savior 
Healer passed that day?  Jesus is on His way to a feast celebra-
tion at the temple, but He stops.  He is compelled by serious 
need literally laid out before Him.   
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It is a picture of how God feels about suffering. 
   

· He cares!   He takes the time to walk among this pain-
filled world around the pool of Bethesda.   

· He stops!   He takes the time to interrupt His plans – No! 
Better yet, this stop is in His plan! 

· He acts!   Jesus tells the man to get up, take his mat and 
start walking! 

 

The man is healed on the 
spot!  John tells us the 
man walked away!  Je-
sus, too, walked away so 
later the man didn’t even 
know Who healed him.  
All he really knew was 
that a wonderful stranger 
stopped to care and act.  
And now the man is walk-
ing! 
 
God also steps into your 
hurts and He cares and 
acts with His healing love, 
grace and mercy.  He 
calls you to do the same even if it means changing your in-
tended agenda for a new priority.  He calls you to care enough 
to stop and act in love and mercy toward someone in painful 
need!  That someone has both a face and a name.  It is up to 
you to find him or her and care enough to stop and act! 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to see my world through Your eyes today.  
Give me Your heart to be troubled by the troubles others face.  
Help me reorder my time and priorities to leave room for You 
and a friend in need.  Give me the strength and courage to act 
in specific loving ways to meet the needs I find.  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  
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“… Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go.“  (Joshua 1:9) 
 

Remember the Cow-
ardly Lion in The Wiz-
ard of Oz?  He s-s-
shivered and s-s-
shook and stam-
mered and stuttered 
because he was al-
ways just so s-s-s-
cared!  He needed 
courage.  He was a 
coward.  It took a long 
walk down a yellow 
brick road with a few 
other characters be-
fore he finally got his 
cure.  There’s a 
“Cowardly Lion” char-
acter in the Bible: 
 

Old Moses is standing in hot sand trying to convince God that 
he can’t talk.  Now that would be God the Creator, the One who 
made Moses including his mouth.  God knows what Moses can 
do better than Moses does. 
 

Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, 
neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant.  I 
am slow of speech and tongue.” 
The Lord said to him, “Who gave man his mouth?  Who makes 
him deaf or mute?  Who gives him sight or makes him blind?  Is 
it not I, the Lord?  Now go, I will help you  speak and will teach 
you what to say.”  (Exodus 4:10 – 12) 
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God calls Moses on his 
excuses.  God steps 
right up to bat and even 
calls Moses on his 
blame-shifting.  The next 
excuse Moses gives 
might be that it’s God’s 
fault he stammers and 
stutters.  So, God 
pushes that one aside 
and tells Moses like it is:  
“… GO, I WILL HELP 
YOU … !” 
 

Like the cowardly lion, 
Moses is shivering 
where he stands.  God 
gives Moses a sure -fire 
cure for his cowardice 
and speech impediment:  
“ … I will help you  ….”  
That ’s  a l l  Moses 
needed.  That’s all we need at A Restoration Church!  That’s all 
any of us need for any day – God’s help!  And it is SURE to 
work every time! 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to lean on You.  Help me to listen.  Help 
me to know that anything I do in my own strength is doomed to 
failure.  Help me to live in Your strength for Your Kingdom!  Help 
me to believe that all missions are possible when You go with 
me.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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So they were discussing with one another the fact t hat they 
didn't have any bread. Knowing this, Jesus asked th em, 
“Why are you discussing the fact that you don't hav e 
any bread? Don't you understand or perceive yet? Ar e 
your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see? 
Do you have ears but fail to hear? Don't you remem-
ber?”  (Mark 8:16-18) 

 

This passage is one of many from the book of Mark that chal-
lenges a conventional world-view. Here we find Jesus’ closest 
disciples concerning themselves because they were out of 
bread. Do you catch the irony here? These are the same disci-
ples who collected twelve baskets of leftover bread when Jesus 
fed the 5,000 with five loaves. These are the same disciples 
who collected seven baskets when Jesus fed 4,000 with seven 
loaves. Jesus was trying to have a spiritual conversation with 
them and all they could think about was their stomachs. Jesus 
was trying to warn them about spiritual evil and they were so 
focused on their circumstances they missed the care of God for 
their lives. 
 

Jesus had healed blind peo-
ple, but in fact the disciples 
were the ones “not seeing”. 
Jesus had healed those 
who could not hear, but in 
fact the disciples were the 
ones “not hearing”. It is sort 
of fun to scoff at the disci-
ples for not seeing the irony 
themselves because we 
would always be able to 
“connect the dots”. On the 
other hand, we realize from 
this story that it is difficult to 
move our conventional cen-
ter of attention away from 
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our current circumstance. It requires hard work to remember all 
that Jesus has done for us.  It is by the Gospel we are saved, 
but it is also by the Gospel that we live.  We live by grace and 
we cannot afford to forget that for even one day. 
 

No matter what your current circumstance, take some time right 
now to remember some specifics that Jesus has provided for 
you. Consider ways in which Jesus has provided beyond your 
needs or expectations. Consider how He has sustained you in 
the past when you 
were confronted with 
difficulties. Consider 
the good that God has 
brought about in the 
face of trouble and dif-
ficulty. Consider the 
way God has used tri-
als to build your faith in 
the future. 
 

The discouragements of life distract us from the larger picture of 
God’s rule over all of reality. This distraction is corrected when 
we realize that the ruler of the universe is not only purposefully 
restoring us but doing so with the bright-eyes of a Bridegroom’s 
love that can hardly wait for the day we are united with Him for-
ever. Hallelujah!   
  
 

Oh Lord, every breath I take comes from Your sustaining hand. 
You take difficult circumstances and redeem them. You have 
used the struggles and trials of my life to prepare me to better 
lean on You in faith. I can face the future, because I know You 
will be there just as You have been in the past. Amen.  
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They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a b lind 
man and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blin d 
man by the hand and led him outside the village. Wh en 
he had spit on the man's eyes and put his hands on him, 
Jesus asked, "Do you see anything?" He looked up an d 
said, "I see people; they look like trees walking a round." 
Once more Jesus put his hands on the man's eyes. 
Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and 
he saw everything clearly.  (Mark 8:22-25) 

 

This passage is one of many from the book of Mark that chal-
lenges a conventional world-view. By healing this blind man, 
Jesus taught a life lesson for all. Just a few verses earlier, Jesus 
asked the disciples if they “have eyes but fail to see”. Let’s try to 
open our eyes to what this passage teaches us. 
 

No doubt the people who brought this man to Jesus had seen 
Him perform healings before. They begged Jesus to touch him. 
Imagine their surprise when Jesus’ first touch was not a healing 
touch of the blind man, but rather a touch of leading him by the 
hand down a path. Once they were along an unconventional 
path that did not lead 
through the village 
center, Jesus put His 
hands on the man 
and healed him. But 
not fully! 
 

Once again the man 
had to remain on this 
alternative path with 
Jesus and once 
again admit his 
need. And this time, 
Jesus fully restored 
the man’s sight.  
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No question this is more 
than a healing. In all other 
recorded healings Jesus 
healed in one step. Jesus 
had other plans for this 
blind man, Jesus was tak-
ing him down the road of 
faith.  Each step Jesus 
took with the man was to 
grow his faith and give him 
hope.  He eventually 
healed the man com-
pletely, but not until He 
first performed a partial 
healing. 
 

Do you think God does 
this today with us?  Is it 
possible that God would partially answer our prayers and needs 
in order to grow our faith and give us hope?  We need to trust 
that God also has us by the hand and is at work in our lives.  He 
is inviting us down the road of faith and all of His work in our 
lives is for the greatest purpose possible:  to make us more like 
Christ. 
 

Salvation is not merely a gate into heaven; rather, it is also a 
gate to the path of walking with Jesus. The disciples needed to 
return to Jesus again and again. And this was why Jesus used 
this opportunity to do a healing with a message. We, too, need 
to return again and again, admitting our need for the Lord – 
knowing that we can do nothing apart from Him.   
  

Lord Jesus, I am a blind person in need of You.  Too often I 
have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear. Lord, You are 
available and compassionate toward my true needs. Help me to 
constantly return to You, never leaning on my own frail faculties 
but always having faith in You alone. Amen.  
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“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ  Jesus: 
… serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the 
Lord, not men.”   (Philippians 2:5, Ephesians 6:7) 

 

The Velveteen Rabbit is a children’s story told by Margery Wil-
liams about a nursery where the toys come to life in the dark at 
night.  There are more toys 
than at Toys-R-Us.  Some of 
the toys have very superior atti-
tudes.  They think because 
they have batteries or make 
sounds or are made of some 
special material that they are 
the best.  The velveteen rabbit 
is one of the newest toys, and 
he is shy so he mostly listens 
to the other toys talk. 
 

One night as the rabbit and the 
horse lay side by side, the rabbit shyly asked, “What is REAL?  
Does it mean having things that buzz inside or springs and 
things?” 
 

“Real isn’t how you are made.  It’s something that happens in-
side you.  It happens when someone loves you for a long, long 
time – that’s how you get real!” 
 

“Does it hurt?”  asks Rabbit. 
 

"Sometimes," said the … Horse, …  "When you are Real you 
don't mind being hurt."  
 

"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up," he asked, "or 
bit by bit?"  
 

"It doesn't happen all at once," said the … Horse. "…  It takes a 
long time. That's why it doesn't happen … to people who break 
easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept. 
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Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been 
loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints 
and very shabby. But these things don't matter at all, because 
once you are Real you can't be ugly, except to people who don't 
understand." * 
 

Jesus is REAL! He walked all over Israel for three years. He 
touched and healed many sick people and taught and fed thou-
sands of people.  Some of those people loved Him.  They knew 
He is real!  Others hated Him because they feared He is real.  
Jesus put on our skin and moved into our neighborhood pre-
cisely so He could show us what REAL looks like!  (John 1:14, The 
Message)   
 

It hurt Jesus to be real!  He died on the cross.  He wants to 
make us real, too – from the inside out!   
 

It is true that people who “break easily or have sharp edges or 
who have to be carefully kept” almost never get REAL.  It’s true 
that the process of REAL 
may be painful and costly:  
“by the time you are Real, 
most of your hair has been 
loved off … eyes drop out 
… you get loose in the 
joints … But these things 
don’t matter at all, because 
… you can’t be ugly, except 
to people who don’t under-
stand.” 
 

God calls us to be agents of restoration to a world dying for 
REAL!  How can you be REAL for Jesus today? 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to be REAL for You today.  Help me to love 
even if it hurts.  Give me Your love in my heart so I can be 
REAL.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

���*The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams.  



“Jesus did many other miracles … But these are writ ten so 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God.  Then, by believing, you may have life through  His 
name.”    (John 20:30) 

 

I have an amazing story to tell.  My name is Lazarus.  I live in a 
small village just over the mountain from Jerusalem – Bethany.  
I live with my two “spinster” sisters, Martha and Mary (Please 
don’t tell them I said that!).  My good friend Jesus often came to 
visit us.  He liked to be in our home.  It was comfortable, and 
Martha is a wonderful homemaker and a fabulous cook!  Jesus 
loves to sit and talk with Mary, too.  Mary just loves to share her 
heart with Jesus and listen to Him.  The three of us were among 
Jesus’ closest 
friends.  He was 
always welcome to 
come and eat or 
spend the night 
whenever He was 
passing on His way 
to Jerusalem or 
just wanted to 
spend a little time 
with us. 
 

It’s pretty amazing 
that the Messiah, 
God’s own Son, 
would visit often in 
our home, but 
that’s nothing to 
the rest of the 
story!  One day I got very sick.  I got sicker and sicker until my 
sisters were terrified I would die.  They sent word to Jesus to 
come quickly, “Master, the one You love so very much is 
sick.”  (John 11:3, The Message)  I was too busy dying to know what 
was happening, but Jesus didn’t even start to come for several 
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days.  Mary and Martha were frantic!  And then I died. 
 

When Jesus finally did show up, I had been buried for four days.  
When Martha saw Jesus coming near our village, she ran to 
meet Him.  She told Jesus if He had been here I would not have 
died.  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He 
who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 
lives and believes in Me will never die.”  Then Jesus looked 
straight at Martha and asked, “Do you believe this?”  Martha 
quickly spoke from her heart, “Yes, Lord!”   Martha spoke in faith 
because she knew good and well that I was not only dead but 
already decomposing in the grave.  
  

Then Mary came out to speak to Jesus.  Together the three of 
them walked to my grave.  A crowd of people followed.  Mary 
was crying, and when Jesus got to my grave, He cried, too. 
 

Jesus walked right over to my tomb and commanded the stone 
be rolled away.  Martha was worried about the stink when they 
opened the grave.  Jesus said to move the stone anyway.  Then 
Jesus lifted His eyes to heaven and prayed to His Father to 
show His power to prove that Jesus is REAL!  Then Jesus 
called in a very loud voice (and many of the people thought it 
was really strange to speak to a dead man so emphatically), 
“Lazarus, come out!”   
 

I can’t describe what happened in that moment.  What I know is:  
I was dead and suddenly I was alive again!  I walked right out of 
the tomb still wrapped in the grave cloths!  It was a real restora-
tion moment!  I came from death to life!  Many of those watching 
also came from spiritual death to new life in Jesus.  They saw 
this miracle and believed.  They believed Jesus is the Resurrec-
tion and the Life.  Like me, they will stop breathing someday and 
be buried but they will never die.  We who believe in Jesus will 
go to live with Him forever!  His name gives Life!   It is an amaz-
ing story! 
 

(Next Page Please) 
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Here’s what I learned that day (and you can learn it, too):  We 
are all orphans with dead hearts until Jesus gives us life and 
God adopts us into His forever family!  Without this LIFE, the 
party has no wine;  the cripple can’t walk and the blind beggar 
can’t see!  The paralyzed man will never get through the roof, 
and the woman will bleed to death.   The crazy man beside the 
sea will die in his chains.  The best news of all is that what Je-
sus did for me that day, He wants to do for you!  He will bring 
you to His banquet table and give you the finest wine.  He will 
give sight to your eyes, strength for your step and life eternal!  
It’s a gift!  All  you have to do is receive God’s free gift in Jesus!  
It’s up to you! 
 
Lord Jesus, I know I am broken by sin and I need You to fix all 
my brokenness!  I believe You came to bring life to my dead 
heart.  I give You my love.  I want to be at Your Kingdom party 
with You!  Give me eyes to see not only You but also a world in 
need – one person at a time.  Give me strength to love that one 
person at a time with Your love!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

�	�

...CONTINUED 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
Alive in God’s Forever Family!  
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A restoration story for children of all ages: 
 

The Punch Bowl and The Ladle 
 

I am a beautiful crystal 
Punch Bowl.  My friend 
Silver Ladle and I make a 
great party team.  I hold 
the punch and Ladle 
serves the punch.  We 
have worked together at 
many, many parties. 
 

One night after an espe-
cially nice party,  Lady was 
washing me after the 
party.  I was slippery with 
soap.  Lady dropped me, 
and I cracked on the bottom of the sink.  Lady was very sad.  I 
was very sad.  Ladle thought our team would never work to-
gether again. 
 

Lady took me to a special shop.  It said “Restoration” on the out-
side.  She carefully carried my two pieces into the Restoration 
Shop.  She talked to the Shop Man.  He said he could fix me.  
Lady left me for him to do his restoration thing. 
 

Shop Man put my pieces back together.  Once more I was a 
beautiful crystal Punch Bowl.  O, my scar did show a bit but 
unless someone was really looking close they would never 
know.  Lady came and picked me up and took me home again.  
Ladle was so happy to see me!  We were a team again! 
 

Once more we did our punch team thing.  I held the punch and 
Ladle served.  We were a team again for many, many years.  I 
knew I was getting old.  Sometimes my scar hurt just a little.  
One day my old scar just split open again.  I was in pieces once 

�
�

 

 



more.  By this time Lady 
had moved me far away 
from Restoration Shop.  
My pieces were very tired 
anyway so I bid Ladle a 
tearful good-by. 
 

There will never be an-
other me to be a team 
with Ladle.  Ladle now 
works with a new, 
smaller, plainer Punch 
Bowl.  They are a good 
team.  Ladle is still serv-
ing.  When Lady shines 
Ladle he is very beautiful! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lessons we can learn from Punch Bowl and Ladle:   
· God uses broken things (like Punch Bowl and you and me). 
· God fixes broken things.  Even Ladle needs to be 

shined up by Lady! 
· When God fixes broken things, they don’t break 

again. 
· Like Punch Bowl and Ladle we are a better team to-

gether! 
 

God smiles when He sees his broken children working together 
to love Him and each other! 
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