Restoring Broken lives in a Broken World
The Church’s Calling to Restoration Ministry
By Dr. John D. Holmes, Pastor/Teacher

The Missing Mark of Christ’s True Church

Over the past five years, | talked frequently to other pastors and church leaders
about the Christian church’s role in ministering to people and families affected by
disabilities. The dominant and often persistent attitude of other church leaders and
pastors toward disability ministry treats disability ministry as either an afterthought or

as just one among many ministry options.

Salvation is a Starting Point Not the Destination.

Few understand that salvation is not the end purpose of the Gospel, but salvation is
instead a necessary means to our personal restoration and to the restoration of all
things described in the final two chapters of the Bible. Few Pastors understand that
ministry to people affected by disabilities is core to being a biblical church that
continues the ministry of Christ on earth until His return. Many biblical teachers and
scholars do not understand restoration as a dominant biblical theme. It has taken me
nearly forty years as a student of God’s Word and leader in the Church to begin to
understand that the church cannot truly be the church Christ intended nor carryout the
calling Jesus Christ gave us without prioritizing ministry to people and families affected

by disabilities.

Restoring Lives a Necessary Mark of the true Church



Theologians have tried to succinctly define the Marks of the Church. | contend that
churches and Christians that minimize ministry to those to whom Jesus ministered the
most cannot possibly believe they exhibit the marks of a true church. It is time to
challenge and change the way Christians understand and approach ministry to the large
and often neglected people-group, people and families affected by disabilities. The U.S.
2000 Census reveals that one in five people is affected by disability.i Include their family
members and there is a huge portion of our population who are deeply affected by
disabilities. Many of these people and families feel neglected and rejected by churches.

Our congregations seldom reflect the population statistics.
“Christian” Neglect and Hostility

My personal awakening to the issues the church’s indifference and neglect of people
and families affected by disabilities began as a young pastor in a Presbyterian Church in
America Congregation in East Tennessee. The church considered itself to be a strongly
evangelical, Bible-believing congregation, true to the Word and the Reformed faith. The
baby daughter in one of our families became severely damaged mentally by a rare
reaction to a DPT immunization. Because her brain became so profoundly affected, she
would never be able to swallow food placed in her mouth without someone triggering
an involuntary swallowing response by lightly popping her in the face with their hand.
Both Her mother and the wife of an Elder taught in a group home for teen boys, wards
of the state, who were educable but were mentally four to six years behind their
physical ages. The two ladies wanted these boys to hear the Gospel but could not teach

them God’s Word in the State institution. They asked the church Elders to allow them to



use an extra Sunday school room for a special Bible class. Transportation, insurance and
other issues had all been worked out. At the Session meeting the Elders gave
permission. The next day the Clerk of Session gave me a call and informed me that a
majority of them had talked it over on their own and were not going to allow the class. |
was shocked. | asked, “why not?” He answered with another question. “What would
people think if they came into our church and saw all those retarded and strange looking
boys sitting there?” | responded, “They would probably think we were Christians!” He
didn’t appreciate the truth. That Church made the transition from neglect to hostility
toward those boys affected by disabilities. Next Sunday, after a visiting family exited the
door, the Clerk of Session pulled me aside and said, “John, now those are the kind of
people we need in this church.” My heart sank. We lost that dear Christian family with a
daughter damaged by the DPT shot reaction. The church’s claim to be an evangelical,
Bible-believing church was a sham. | realized that deliberately refusing to share the
Gospel with those boys would bring God’s judgment. It did! The youngest Elder died in
my arms while | attempted CPR within months. | moved on shortly after that. Every
Elder who reversed that decision was dead within a few years. The aged Elder, whose

wife tried to share Christ, survived them all.

Awed by a Girl in a Crate

| was next deeply affected a few years later when | met a radiant young Christian at
a church in Hopewell, Virginia. Her brother-in-law and sister introduced me. She was a
“thalidomide baby” now fully grown. Her sister and her husband cared for Ginny. They

moved Ginny from place to place in a twelve by twelve inch plastic stack crate, the kind



used to store hanging files. Only her head appeared above the crate. She was strikingly
beautiful with a big bright smile. She had a very short torso with no limbs. Her sister had
fixed her hair and applied her makeup beautifully. She beamed as she spoke of her joy
in knowing Jesus. She was obviously filled with the love of Jesus, and she radiated that
love to all who met and knew her!

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, more than 10,000 children in 46 countries were
born with severe birth defects caused by the drug Thalidomide. These children have a
congenital disorder involving the limbs — Phocomelia. Phocomelia is associated with
maternal exposure to the anti- nausea drug thalidomide."

Although this wonderful young Christian woman was totally dependent on her sister
and others, there was not a hint of victimization but a true gratitude toward God, a
deep love for Christ and zest for life. Though her body was enclosed in a box, her spirit
had been restored and set free to live the abundant live in Christ. This sister in Christ
made a huge impact on my life with just one encounter. The Good News of the Gospel is
especially meant to bring restoring grace for those who think they have been dealt a
rough deal.

A Greater Understanding of the Gospel
| thought that | understood the Bible and the Gospel, but like most, | didn’t really
get it. Even Calvinists who proclaim total depravity seldom grasp the true scope of the

Adam’s fall in Genesis three. Unless we understand Genesis three we can’t understand



the rest of the Bible. The Last verse of Genesis one says “God saw all that he had made,

and it was very good."l

When Adam sinned all that he made was damaged and broken. No one and nothing
that was “very good” still works as God designed. Sin broke everything to some degree.
The rest of the Bible is about restoration, fixing what was broken and damaged in the
fall. The first Adam broke it. Jesus Christ, the second Adam, the incarnate Word of God
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through whom “all things were made” * is restoring it. The Church is called to engage in

the process of restoration. The completion of the process of restoration will take place

when the “time comes for God to restore everything” > *

Romans 8:19-22 points out that the whole of damaged creation groans anxiously
waiting for this restoration. Revelation 21:5 sums up the grand finale: “/ am making
everything new.” ®> The Bible ends with an amazing description of the restoration of all

things (Revelation 21+22).

For years | missed the big picture, the overarching plan and theme of the Bible, a
“very good” creation horribly broken being restored by its good, just, loving, merciful

and compassionate Creator-God. Those who repent and believe on Jesus as Lord and

'The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Genesis 1:31). Grand
Rapids: Zondervan.

All scriptural quotations are from the NIV unless otherwise noted.

NIV, John 1:3.

NIV, Acts 3:21.

* Note: The call to repentance in Acts 3:19 contradicts the Universalists’ distortion of “the restoration of
all things” as do the exclusions of Revelation 21:8, 27 and 22:15.

° NIV, Revelation 21:5.



Savior are regenerated, begin the process of restoration and will finally be completely

restored in every area of life when God restores all things making everything new.
Universal Brokenness

You and | are broken to some degree in every aspect of our lives. We no longer
function the way God intended in our relationships, our thinking, or our emotions. We
all get sick, injured, and eventually weaken and die. The world too was damaged by the
fall and is subject to frustration, tragedy and decay. There is no room for arrogance
when we realize we too are flawed and broken. This is why we are told to be meek and
humble (Matthew 5: 3-5, Ephesians 4:2, Romans 12:3). Being broken is normal in a
broken world. Brokenness will not be normal or allowed in the restoration of all things
when God makes everything new. Apprehending God’s ultimate purposes to restore
both broken lives and this broken world allows Christians to participate more fully in

what God is doing.
Changing the Culture of Disability for Christ

Western Civilization’s treatment of people affected by disabilities over the last two
centuries has been a history saturated by horrific treatment and abuses until the late
part of the 20" century. Our society is still characterized by views that diminish and
devalue the lives of people affected by disabilities. The history of the horrible atrocities
imposed on people in our nation through official policies influenced by the Eugenics
movement in the early part of the twentieth century demonstrates how devaluing

people for their race or because they are affected by disabilities endangers their very



existence. Many people with disabilities were incarcerated, abused, mutilated, used for
cruel experiments and even exterminated because they were seen as pre-, post-, or sub-
human.

In its rejection of Biblical authority, western culture has lost its moral compass. The
age of the “enlightenment” began to separate creation from the Creator. Science began
to abandon the idea of discovering the wonders of God’s creation and began to see the
wonders of the multi-verse as the result of the formula: time plus nothing plus random
chance equals everything, paralleling the description of intellectual blindness in
Romans 1, many arrogant scientists and philosophers began to worship and serve the
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“creation rather than the Creator.”” The Apostle Paul describes the danger of such

absurdity when he says “claiming to be wise, they became fools.” ’

The resulting post-
Christian/post-modern mindset that characterizes our age is quite willing to ask, “Can
we?” without also asking, “Should we?” The end of such thinking deeply diminishes the
value of human life.

The secular elitists of a post-Christian/post-modern culture do not want to hear
the moral and ethical implications of what science can do. In March 2009 President
Obama dissolved the President’s Council on Bioethics after it criticized president

Obama’s decision to lift restrictions on federal funding for research that destroys human

embryos. "

In How to be a Christian in a Brave New World, Joni Eareckson Tada and Nigel

Cameron point out that Dr. Peter Singer, an ethics professor at Princeton University

® NIV, Romans 1:25.
7 Ibid, 1:21.



advocates killing unwanted people. “Infants born with severe disabilities are ‘pre-
persons,’ in his judgment, and grandmothers with Alzheimer’s are ‘post-persons.’ Dr.
Singer believes that personhood is defined by an individual’s ability to make decisions,

niv

to be ‘self-aware’ or have self-consciousness.

Only humans have human rights. Thus, those who are severely-abnormal
physically or mentally can receive what Nazi leaders called the “final solution,”
extermination, because they are less than human. Professor Peter Singer begins his
recent book, Rethinking Life and Death by saying: “After ruling our thoughts and our
decisions about life and death for nearly two thousand years, the traditional Western
ethic has collapsed.” His new ethic is based on nebulous ideas of “quality of life.” Will
this one day include the size of one’s pay check or education? The logical extension of
such thinking makes more than one in five Americans expendable. Quality of life ethics
is one step away from culling the gene pool of someone’s idea of inferior races and
individuals. What will such thinking do if those who control government mandated

healthcare embrace it?"

Dr. Bart Ehrman, an agnostic who formerly claimed to be an evangelical Christian,
who is a professor at the University of North Carolina argues in his book, God’s Problem,
that because there is evil and suffering in the world, a good God cannot exist. He puts
the “problem” this way. “God is all powerful. God is all loving. There is suffering.” This is
substantially the ancient Greek skeptic argument called the Epicurean Paradox.” He

believes the first two propositions necessarily exclude the last. He stupidly reasons as if



good and evil are somehow mutually exclusive.” They are not. Both exist. Denying God

does not help explain evil anymore than denying darkness can help explain light.

The easy extension of reckless, God-denying thought sees human lives as just
cosmic accidents with no design or purpose. Thus there is no solid logical reason to
value any human life. Human rights become irrational ideas, unless they are based on
the innate value of the living individuals. Dr. Singer and other God-excluders are rational
bedfellows with gang-bangers who reason that those who are of no use or in the way
can be eliminated. There is no logical basis for Dr. Singer, et al to object to suicide bomb
murderers. After all human life is nothing more than a cosmic accident or survival of the

fittest.

If people are the result of the intentional creation of a good, loving, holy and just
Creator, and bear the image of God (even if that image is marred), then human value
comes from outside themselves and each individual has intrinsic value. Is human value
subject to the whims of other self-appointed human arbiters like Dr. Singer, gang-
bangers, Stalin, or Hitler? This absurdity makes life futile, valueless, and meaningless.
The way people are viewed eventually affects the way people are treated. It is time for

Christians and churches, to lead by words and examples.

The Church Must Continue Christ’s Ministry on Earth

People and families affected by disabilities are frequently treated like the lepers of
Jesus’ day, considered deviate and social outcasts. Churches and religious communities
tend to be either indifferent to this evil or participants in it. Our churches do not reflect

the ministry of Jesus well when only one in ten churches have any sort of ministry to



10

people and families affected by disabilities and many of those churches that do, don’t
intentionally reach out to disabled people. Even the best of these ministries seem to
ostracize this people-group seeing their ministries to them as options and segregating

them from the body-life of the church.

Even a church Joni and Friends interns visited as an example of good disability
ministries, did not allow people who might make strange noises or exhibit distractive
behaviors to worship with more normal types in their large sanctuary. They sequestered
adults with cognitive disabilities in a remote area of the building complex used to store
equipment and soiled table linen bins from a dining area across the hallway. Placement
spoke volumes to me about the way the rest of that church views (or ignores) this
ministry. Yet, despite these flawed attitudes, they are to be commended because they
are doing better than most other churches when it comes to sharing the Gospel with

people affected by disabilities.

Even churches with ministries to disabled people seldom understand that disability
ministry was the main focus of Jesus’ ministry among us. The church that disregards the
plain teaching of Jesus in Luke 14:12ff can only pretend to continue Christ’s ministry in
this world. Churches, pastors, church planters and seminaries can no longer afford to

ignore this most needy and neglected people group.

Discovering The Design For Christ’s Earthly Ministry

Adam and Eve perfectly reflected God’s character, perfection and goodness in

every aspect of their being. Further, the world into which God placed them was only
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good, all the time. Life on earth was, in a word, perfect. Living perfect lives in that

III

perfect world was “normal” when there was nothing else. The Bible teaches that now,
because of human rebellion against God’s design and instruction, something God did
not create or design, messed up that perfect creation and brought all sorts of
abnormalities into it. Now we live in an abnormal world where nothing works quite the
way God designed it to work. Today every aspect of life in the world is abnormal,

compared to the way God created it. It is now normal to exhibit abnormities and

aberrations that corrupt God’s original, good and “normal” design.

We are all broken, we just exhibit our brokenness differently. Some of us display
that brokenness more obviously than others. All are broken spiritually, physically,
mentally, emotionally, and relationally to some degree. Some of us are more broken in
some of these areas than others. Most of us just live in denial because we can still
function fairly well compared to other broken people. Our brokenness is normal in a
broken world because everyone is affected. Thus the Bible says that we all fall short of
the Glory of God, or the way God created man (Romans 3:23). Death is normal, pain is
normal, injury, difficulty, and evil are the normal experiences of all people in an
abnormal world, a world that has broken away from the creator’s good design. Our
brokenness extends from our genetics to our thinking, from our bodies to our spirits,

and from our interpersonal relationships to our relationships with God.

God Is Not Indifferent to His broken World.

The Bible teaches that God is not indifferent toward His flawed creation or His

flawed creatures nor is He unconcerned about our plight in our normally broken world.
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He is not powerless to interrupt this corruption and change it. He knows that more than
a few Band-Aids on a flawed creation are necessary. He decided to make all things new
(Isaiah 65:17, Revelation 21:5). He is in process of bringing about a new creation (1
Corinthians 5:17-19), the restoration of all things (Romans 8:21, Acts 3:21). In order for
this to happen something needed to be done about our moral brokenness called sin.
God the Son came to earth and took on human flesh in time so He could deal with the
root problem, not just its consequences. He came to live the perfect life of obedience to
God His Father’s will, something no one before Him ever accomplished. He then took
that holy and flawless life and offered it on the cross as a perfect sacrifice for unholy and
flawed people. The Bible puts it this way “God made Him (Jesus) who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” ® Those who
believe in Him as their Lord and Savior are forgiven and are reborn by the Spirit of God

so that they become new creatures in Christ.
The Missing Link

Most Christians know and understand the atonement aspect of why Jesus came to
earth. However, many do not grasp the meaning of the rest of Christ’s three year earthly
ministry. The key to understanding the three years prior to the death on the cross is
found in Isaiah 61:1 which Jesus read in his home synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:17-19).
Few English Bibles convey adequately what Jesus actually read from the Hebrew scroll.

Jesus came to “preach good news to the afflicted” and “bind up the broken” (“hearted”

is not in the Hebrew). The word 72% (shaw-bar), which Jesus read from Isaiah 61 in the

8 NIV, 2 Corinthians 2:21.
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synagogue in Nazareth in Luke 4, means crushed, destroyed, torn, hurt, broken, and

wrecked. Most English translations fail to capture the full meaning of "% (aw-nawv)

which means weak poor and afflicted in verse 1. The root meaning, afflicted, is the
cause of poverty, weakness and the meekness. When our English Bibles focus on the
result (poverty and meekness) instead of the cause (affliction), we get a distorted and
inadequate understanding. When Jesus announced why the Holy Spirit of God was upon
Him, He said it had to do with bringing good news to hurting and broken humanity,
those who lived with “afflictions,” those whose lives were wrecked, broken and those
who were captive, imprisoned. The description in Isaiah fits people affected by
disabilities perfectly. If our English Bibles better captured the meaning of the Hebrew
text, people with disabilities would read this description and immediately say, “That’s

me. Jesus came for me. The Gospel is for me!”

After declaring the divine purpose for his ministry Jesus began carrying it out. He
spent about ninety percent of His time ministering to people with disabilities who most
obviously reflected the broken condition of life in a broken world. Are we continuing

Christ’s ministry with the same priorities?

Understanding the People Priorities of Christ

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus gives us the duties and scope for continuing the ministry
of Christ on earth until he returns. We call it the Great Commission. In Acts 1:8 Jesus
gives us the power and pattern to use in order to accomplish the Great Commission. But

in Luke 14:12-14 and 21-22 Jesus gives us the people priorities we must follow in
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carrying out the Great Commission. It is the people priority of Jesus, the heart of Jesus,
that the church has missed and disregarded.

The Party in Luke 14 is analogous to the Church. Jesus tells us, “Do not invite your

friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors.” °

Yet they are the ones we
tend to invite first because they can do the most for our churches and church plants.
They can do a lot for us. They can repay us with community prestige and they have the
money to make our budgets work and our church plants succeed. So they are usually
our priority based on our selfish ambitions. Yet they are not Jesus’ priority. Jesus’
priority is for us to “Invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.” *° In the
parable which follows and illustrates the command of verse 13, the Master commands
his servant, “go quickly” (there is urgency and priority - some may not last much longer)
“into the streets and alleys” (because that is where they often live) “and bring” (not
invite because they can’t get there unless you bring them) “the poor, the crippled, the
blind and the lame” (the people around you affected by disabilities). Notice that only
after the servant reports, “what you ordered has been done but there is still room,” 1
does the master say “Go” (not, go quickly) “out into the roads and country lanes and
make them come in,” (not bring them, these can get there on their own) “so that my

house will be full.” 1?

The order is to bring those affected by disabilities first and after
that has been fully accomplished and there is still room then compel the rest to come.

When we combine the purpose Jesus declared for his ministry (Isaiah 61:1) with the

° NIV, Luke 14:12.

% 1bid., 14:13.
NIV, Luke 14:22.
2 |bid, 14:23.
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command (Luke 14:12-13) and with the illustration given in Luke 14:21-23 we get a very
clear and compelling picture of the heart of Jesus and of the calling of the church to

prioritize ministry to people affected by disabilities.

The church, the body of Christ as described in 1Corinthians 12:21-26 includes those
parts of the body that “seem weaker.” These are “indispensable” and God has given
them “greater honor” not less. “So there should be no divisions in the body, but that its
parts should have equal concern for each other.” 2 It is impossible for the Church of
Jesus Christ to be whole or to be healthy unless people affected by disability are in it
and are given special honor. Inclusion is not an option. The church must adapt to
people’s needs no matter how difficult. It is the responsibility of the strong to find out
how to help the weak if we are to discover how to “bear one another’s burdens.” ** It’s

the law! Disability ministry is not an optional implication of the gospel. It is the Gospel

properly applied.

Since the fall in Genesis chapter three, no one works as God designed us; we are all
broken in every area of our existence to some degree. We pompously label only more
obvious physical or mental brokenness “disabilities.” Jesus makes it clear that spiritual
blindness is more disabling than physical blindness. One swollen with condescending
pride is more seriously broken than someone swollen with “dropsy.” We exhibit our

brokenness differently but all of us are damaged goods.

NIV, 1 Corinthians 12:21-26.
1 NIV, Galatians 6:2.
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Unless theologians, churches and pastors begin to understand that the central
purpose of the work of Jesus is to undo the tragic effects of the fall in more ways than
just the spiritual, the work Jesus came to do through the Gospel will languish in the

world.

A Call to Repentance and Deliberate Change

Churches have seldom understood the Gospel in terms of helping to restore the lives
of broken people, of restoring what was damaged in the fall (Genesis 3). We have
tended to spiritualize completely the prophesy of Isaiah 61 when it is clearly about all
forms of brokenness. Churches and Church planters usually ignore the commands of
Luke 14:12ff and the example of Jesus’ own earthly ministry as the patterns for our own
ministries and our churches ministries to people and families affected by disabilities. We
consider the ways we exhibit brokenness in sickness, character flaws, wrong
relationships, words and actions to be no cause for debasing our value, dignity or social
standing, yet we devalue, ignore and ostracize people affected by what we call
disabilities. We arrogantly see ourselves as significant and people with “disabilities”
insignificant. People with socially acceptable forms of brokenness are invited to be full
participants in the life and ministries of churches while we consider people affected by
disabilities as having nothing to teach us or contribute to the life of our churches. We
have blindly ignored the teaching of 1 Corinthians 12 that people affected by disabilities
(weaker parts) are indispensable in the Body of Christ and given greater honor and
dignity by God. In our self-sufficient arrogance we assume that someone with Down

syndrome can’t teach us unconditional love (John 13:34), or how to rejoice in all things
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(Philippians 4:4), or how to be content in any and all situations (Philippians 4:12)? We
too often think church should have only carefully orchestrated sounds and movements
of “normal” people. We stand in the way of God’s command to “let everything that has
breath praise the Lord.” > Why can’t church include and show loving deference to
people who make involuntary noises and movements? Why can’t we rejoice in prayers
by someone with a low IQ or whose speech is difficult to understand? After all,
preachers use multisyllabic words that are equally difficult to understand. Sometimes
they speak in Greek, Latin and Hebrew words that are equally incomprehensible to
other worshipers. Our self-righteous pride pollutes our worship and prevents the truly
child-like from coming to Jesus in spite of what we are taught in Matthew 19:14, Mark
10:14 and Luke 1816. Jesus made it clear that the “Kingdom of God belongs to such as

» 16

these.” =° We need to repent of our arrogance and disobedience in such Christless

attitudes and actions.
Changing Our Attitudes and Actions

Real repentance includes not only sorrow for the wrong and a change of heart but it
also involves practical changes in behavior. There are many practical changes Churches
can make and some have yet to be identified. Here are some of the things we do at A

Restoration Church, Pittsburgh:

All our church events and activities are planned to offer social and physical

accessibility to people affected by disabilities. We even found a way to include people

> NIV, Psalm 150:6.

® NIV, Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:14 and Luke 1816.
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with mobility issues safely on a kayaking trip. We offer large-print (legal size) bulletin
sheets which include the words for all songs and readings in large print in addition to
normal sized folded bulletins. We provide Clipboards holding crayons, pipe cleaners and
story pages with pictures, illustrations and activities based on the sermon subject and
scripture. Because some people are predominately visual in their learning styles, we use
visual communication via video projection throughout the worship. We provide
wheelchairs as needed and volunteers transport people with mobility issues to and from
church. We space rows of chairs far enough apart so that people who use walkers and
wheelchairs may mix in with other worshipers. Steps and obstructions are banned.
People are reminded not to block the view of those who must sit while other’s stand in
worship. Derrieres are not inspirational. Shakers and tambourines are passed out so
those who are non-verbal or non-readers can make a joyful noise when we praise and
sing. Involuntary noises are accepted with grace while inappropriate voluntary noises
and behaviors are discouraged. We all sneeze and cough or hiccup on occasion. We
adjust to people as they are while always encouraging appropriate social behaviors,
growth and change. People are encouraged to become all they can be without putting
them down. We are committed to moderate sound levels in music because some people
have sensory and stimulus overload issues and God wants the rest of us to keep our
hearing. Signs announce the availability of Wireless hearing augmentation units which
are provided in the welcoming area. People affected by Angelman Syndrome and others
who we might call happy wonderers are accommodated within limits. We do not want

them to destroy property or equipment or to cause injury, so they are shadowed and
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not left to themselves. When there is a need for loving verbal or physical restraint, we
give it. Since we all need to grow and change in good directions, no one is given a pass
simply because they are affected by a disability. All are encouraged to better behaviors.
As yet we do not have any deaf who need an interpreter-signer, but we will provide for
them as the need arises. Those who need social distance and “space” get it and those
who need hugs get them. People affected by disabilities participate in our sharing time
and lead us in prayer for the needs of others. You may be welcomed by someone
affected by a disability when you arrive at our worship services. When a family or
individual comes with needs for which we are not yet prepared, we ask them to help us
figure out how to meet their needs and to be patient while we learn and prepare to
serve them. We want to be like the Apostle Paul who said: “/ have become all things to
all men so that by all possible means | might save some. | do all this for the sake of the

gospel, that | may share in its blessings.” ot

The world will never count the church irrelevant that models the ministry of Christ.

Reading from Isaiah 61:1-2a in the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus announced that the
Holy Spirit anointed him to bring good news to the afflicted. Likewise, the church that
has the power of the Holy Spirit given to it will help restore lives in the fullest way
possible while we remain on earth. We are continuing Christ’s ministry of restoration
until the restoration of all things arrives. Unless churches and society change their
valuation of the lives of people affected by disabilities, not only those affected by

disabilities are at risk, but so are our churches and our society.

7" NIV, 1 Corinthians 9:22-23.
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One of the reasons churches and believers are themselves devalued in the minds of
much of society is that churches and believers are considered irrelevant to real issues of
living life. Many see churches as glorified book clubs for little old ladies that only study
one book. Only as churches become real agents of change in broken lives in ways that
reflect the way people are valued by their Creator and Lord, will the perceived relevance
of the church improve. Until the world sees the church becoming the true extension of
Jesus’ heart and earthly ministry, few will listen to its sermons and few will see the
Gospel as relevant to the present world. But the greater danger is found in the words of
Jesus: “Why call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things | say?” *® and “In as much as you
have done it (or not done it) unto the least of these, you have done it (or not done it) to

1
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' The formulation may have been wrongly attributed to Epicurus by Lactantius, who,
from his Christian perspective, regarded Epicurus as an atheist. According to Mark
Joseph Larrimore, (2001), The Problem of Evil, Wiley-Blackwell, pages 19-21.
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